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THIS MONTH’'S MEETING
No meeting this month.

At our meeting on January 20, Mike Villarreal, SA
Independent School District board member, will
present information about “repurposing” the Lamar
Elementary School property. SAISD staff members will
also attend and be prepared to respond to questions.

MPNA BOARD OF DIRECTORS ELECTED FOR 2026
At last month’s Mahncke Park Neighborhood
Association (MPNA) meeting on November 18, the
following neighbors were elected to serve in 2026:

- Allison Chambers, Claremont Avenue
- Scott Day, Eleanor Avenue

- Laura Drew, Claremont Avenue

- Isabel Garcia, Queen Anne Court

- Erin Kelly, Elmhurst Avenue

- Jimmy LeFlore, Parland Place

- CJ Van Green, Lucas Street

Congratulations and thank you for volunteering to
support our wonderful neighborhood. Thanks also to
Gene “Chip” Turner of Pershing Avenue for serving on
the MPNA Board of Directors for the past two years.

MPNA’'S FRIENDSGIVING SOCIAL SUCCESSFUL
Neighbors gathered at The Hayden on November 15
for our annual "Friendsgiving Social" from 4-6pm. It
was a delightful coming together to share time,
snacks, and good cheer prior to Thanksgiving and
December holidays. Attendees donated canned items
and dry goods, which were donated to the SA Food
Bank.

We appreciate The Hayden at 4025 Broadway for their
most generous hospitality again this year. We
encourage all neighbors to support area businesses.

NEIGHBORHOQOD HISTORY, PART 2,105,081,793.A
Per the SA Light newspaper on November 18, 1940:

Bridge Aids Lamar Pupils

Students of Lamar Elementary School no longer have
to walk in the street as they cross Mahncke Park. A
safe, convenient, attractive rubble-masonry bridge,
equipped with walks for school children, now connects
Parland and Funston Places by spanning the ditch that
runs the length of the park. The bridge, built at
direction of Park Commissioner Henry Hein, cost
between $300 and $400. Work was done by park
utilities division employees under supervision of Park
Superintendent Paul Dobrowolski.

(Thank you to Jimmy LeFlore of Parland Place for
sending this information).

DECEMBER 2025

MAHNCKE PARK WALKING TRAIL CONSTRUCTION
The SA Parks Dept. staff members are completing
final details related to the installation of a new walking
trail along the south edge of Mahncke Park near
Funston Place from N. New Braunfels to Milton Street.
The work to finalize the project includes filling and
grading soil alongside trail, then seeding. Removal of
several dead trees in the park is also planned.

Installation of the new walking trail was funded by
$250,000, which our District 2 City Councilman Jalen
McKee-Rodriguez included in last year’s city budget.
We appreciate the Councilman’s continuing support of
our neighborhood, and we also recognize the hard
work by SA Parks Dept. staff members Sandy Jenkins
and Gabriel Monreal to push this project toward
completion. Our tax $$$ well spent.

MEETING SET RE: ROAD CLOSURE CONCERNS

City Councilman McKee-Rodriguez will soon meet with
SA Botanical Garden (SABG) President Katherine
Trumble and MPNA President Jimmy LeFlore to
discuss how best to alleviate neighborhood concerns
regarding ongoing lane closures on Old Austin Road
from Pershing Avenue to Pinckney Street. The SABG
has requested (and the City has approved) road
closures there in support of events at the SABG — most
recently, its holiday light extravaganza.

The MPNA Board is encouraged the City Councilman
is aware of neighbors’ concerns and that he is willing
to help work toward an agreeable solution.

THE CIRCLE SCHOOL STORY

Opened in 1965 as the New Age School at 217
Pershing Avenue, the first year enroliment was three
students By 1985 enrollment had grown to 85
students. Later, the school was renamed the Circle
School but continued its focus to create a setting for
children providing a focus on the developmental and
psychological issues of childhood. The school’s
educational community provides an experience for
the whole child, enriched by the cultural legacies of
the human experience. The school now serves
children from pre-K through 8" grade.

This year is the Circle School's 60" anniversary. We
are fortunate to have the school in our neighborhood
- they continue to be kind, conscientious neighbors
and are working to impart the same to their students.

The printing of our monthly newsletter is supported by
the Circle School, 217 Pershing Ave. Their web
address is thecircleschool.org.

We congratulate them on their 60" anniversary and
we appreciate their very generous support.


http://thecircleschool.org/

GIVE THE GIFT OF A CLEAN CAR, BUT HURRY!
Soap Up for the Neighborhood! Sudsy Savings for
Mahncke Park! Gift-giving just got easier thanks to
the Wash Tub Carwash. Purchase a $25 gift card for
only $20 and the MPNA will receive $10! Gift cards
have no expiration date and may be used at any
Wash Tub location. Gift cards will be mailed within
five business days upon ordering.

Offer valid through December 4.

Order online from the comfort of your home, office or
car by visiting https://forms.1tub.co/0JAGAL9 or use

QR code below

&]:

SANTA IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD, DECEMBER 7
Santa Claus will be at the SA Garden Center, 3310 N.
New Braunfels Avenue on Sunday, December 7 from
1 — 3pm. In addition to the man in red, cookies, hot
chocolate and face painting will be available. Bring
your children and/or grandchildren to visit Mr. Claus.
You may take as many pictures with your camera as
you would like. And like many of the best things in
life, this event is free and open to the public.

S.A. POLICE DEPARTMENT
SAPD Officer Juan Hernandez patrols our
neighborhood; his duty hours are M-F, 7am-3pm.

Juan.hernandez3@sanantonio.gov
210-207-1039, St. Mary’s Street Substation,
2020 N. St. Mary's Street

If you are leaving town and wish to request a “patrol
by” while you are away, email Officer Hernandez.

Officer Hernandez encourages neighbors to call 911
regarding time sensitive concerns, such as suspicious
individuals or illegal activity. 911 operators are trained
to prioritize calls.

Stay alert to possible “porch pirates” patrolling the
neighborhood to possibly nab packages delivered to
your neighbors’ doorstep. Making your presence
known by simply walking outside into your front yard
may effectively deter a slowly cruising ne’er do well.
Some residents simply pick up packages at their
neighbor’s front door, then notify them their items are
secure and available for pickup upon their return.

Be a good neighbor, but remember “safety first!”

CITY COUNCIL INFORMATION

Mr. Jalen McKee-Rodriguez is the District 2 City
Councilman. His district includes Mahncke Park.

Main Office, City Hall, Military Plaza, 210-207-7278
Field Office A, 2805 E. Commerce, 210-207-0950
Field Office B, 4351 Rittiman Road, 210-207-0970
Mahncke Park residents may contact Maria Castro
directly with concerns. Maria.castro@sanantonio.gov

LION’S FIELD ADULT CENTER, 2809 BROADWAY
Lion’s Field is operated by the Parks Dept. and is open
Monday-Friday 9am — 8pm. A variety of classes are
offered with a focus on encouraging healthy lifestyles.
For additional information call 210-207-5380.

Upcoming performance:

Seniors in Play Showcase 12/9 at 1:30pm.

Our very own Lions Field players present a fun, quirky
and original sequel to Gilligan's Island.

2025 MPNA BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Jimmy LeFlore, Parland Place., President
Scott Day, Eleanor Ave., Vice President
Isabel Garcia, Queen Anne Ct., Secretary
Erin Kelly, Elmhurst Avenue, Treasurer
C.J. Van Green, Lucas St.

Gene (Chip) Turner, Pershing Avenue
Email info@mahnckepark.org

NEWSLETTER EDITORS
Carlynn Ricks
Bruce Martin

SAN ANTONIO CODE COMPLIANCE
Contact Code Enforcement Officer Leticia Villareal at
210-392-5669 or leticia.villareal@sanantonio.gov

HELLO, DIGITAL NEIGHBOR!
Mahncke Park Neighborhood Association website is
www.mahnckepark.org

There are also two Facebook pages neighbors may
consider for sharing and gathering information
regarding our Mahncke Park Neighborhood.

This is the link to MPNA Facebook page
www.facebook.com/MahnckeParkNeighborho
odAssociation

Unofficial neighborhood page with online community
socializing
www.facebook.com/groups/66362695532

NEIGHBORHOOD HISTORY, PART 2,105,081,793.B
George Washington Brackenridge (1832-1920) was
one of San Antonio’s most important figures. He
founded the SA National Bank and the 1%t National
Bank of Austin. Brackenridge developed the city’s first
water system and was a significant railroad investor.
His estate once included what is nhow a major portion
of Alamo Heights, the Incarnate Word University
campus, the SA Country Club, part of the Olmos
Basin, and Brackenridge Park.

In 1899, Brackenridge gave 320 acres alongside the
river to the city. He was close friends with city parks
commissioner Ludwig Mahncke, who was responsible
for designing the roads winding through the woods
and by the river. Mahncke paid for many of the trees
and other plants introduced to the park. Brackenridge
purchased several bison for the park in 1903 from
Charles Goodnight’s herd. In order to make way for a
municipal golf course that opened in 1916, the bison
were relocated to the site that became the SA Zoo.

After Mahncke's death in 1906, Brackenridge donated
a tract of land to the city to be named in honor of his
friend, who designed much of Brackenridge Park.
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